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2015 Holiday Potluck
Members of San Jose Postcard Club and San Jose Stamp Club gathered for the annual Holiday
Potluck on December 9. Many thanks go to Tom
Brackett for organizing this celebration with
guidance from Mary Ann Stanfield. Thanks also
to Jim Sauer for arranging that the event could
be hosted at Hilltop Manor. Attendees each
gave a brief introduction of themselves and we
found out many interesting facts including how
many other things are being collected by our
members besides postcards and stamps. A
good time was had by all.
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2015 Holiday Potluck (continued)
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New Year Postcards
New Years is a time of new beginnings and what
better time to send a postcard. These miscellaneous examples were found in our club files and
at some shows.

Unstamped postcard from Clara
Bunsch to Miss Anna Mae Vahle,
319 N. 19th St., Quincy, Illinois

This unused embossed postcard indicates
that it was copyrighted by D. Goldie and is
No. 43. Little information is online about this
publisher or artist though other New Years
postcards with the same copyright are
available for sale..
The card is attractive because of its brilliant
coloring and the picture of the blue bird on
a fir branch in the snow. Later I noticed that
this particular postcard has what appeared
to be an unlikely swastika on it. Research
reveals that in the early 20th century the
swastika was a good luck symbol. It was
only later that this symbol was adopted by
the Nazi party, temporarily overshadowing
its original innocent usage. There is a whole
segment on Wikipedia on the historical uses
of this symbol.
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Unstamped , with a tiny monthly
calendar in the upper left corner,
and green and red ribbon, this
card was obviously treasured by
someone who kept it in beautiful
condition for many years. Glittered ink says “Greetings from
Beaver City, Nebraska”. It was
sent by Aunt Anna to Mr. Howard
Beckwith of Kilbourne, Illinois.

Book Review—a Postcard Memoir
The San Francisco Chronicle Arts & Entertainment section
had a review on Howard Junker’s memoir called “A Total
Junker: Metamemoir in Eleven Slices.” This is a collection
of 12 books that archive his life.
What captured my attention was this description in the review: “One book is a collection of the 269 postcards Junker
received between 1982 and 1986, so that a sense of the
author’s life emerges via images and messages sent by
others.” That turned out to be a bit inaccurate because
only a selection of his postcards were included but the
book is a worthy time capsule in any case.
I purchased the postcard-related book (Book 7 of the 12
books), and found it a very interesting collection of postcards and their messages. The book includes Junker’s articulate literary ramblings about postcards and life —
interspersed with some poetry, photos, and excerpts from
some of Junker’s other writings.
The postcard collector will lament the absence of pictures
of the back of the cards though having most of the senders’ messages set in type surely makes them more legible.
There are only a couple of exceptions where the back of
the postcard is shown. The collector may also wonder
about Junker’s curation of only a sampling of his collection
of 269 postcards from that time period. What interesting
cards did he not include? Could they be the subject of a
future book?

Book 7 of Howard Junker’s memoir, is
entitled “Dear Howard” and is based
on postcards he received, The book is
available from Amazon for $13.

Do any of us have such a broad array of friends sending us postcards from all over the world
and would we have saved them as memories of our life and friendships from decades ago? We
benefit from the fact that Junker did save them and share them with us.
Collectors may be intrigued by Junker’s insightful introductory comments on postcards versus
modern day electronic communications. and his references to their significance. He explains
how he became interested in postcards as a three year old when his father sent him a birchbark
postcard that he had made himself.
A two page excerpt from a piece called “Blitz Tourism” in the middle of the book indicates Junker’s skill as a travel writer and leaves the reader longing for more descriptions of places he visited. His determination to conquer “jetlag by simply hitting the road” sounds like a worthy endeavor.
The reader is left with a sense of mystery and intrigue about Howard Junker and who he is. Maybe some questions are answered in the other 11 volumes of this memoir, and then again, maybe not.
See
http://www.sfgate.com/books/article/Howard-Junker-s-12-books-offer-editor-s-take-6686727.php
for the December 10, 2015 SF Chronicle review of Howard Junker’s books.
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The U.S. Mint in Carson City
By Larry Tuttle

By the 1860s the mine owners of the Comstock
were shipping Gold and Silver to San Francisco
for around $500 dollars per Wells Fargo wagon
load. They wanted a branch mint in Nevada. Abe
Curry, the “Founder and Father of Carson City in
1858”, successfully lobbied to have it built in
downtown Carson City. Carson City became the
new State Capitol in 1864. The cornerstone for
the Mint was laid in 1866 and the first machinery
arrived in 1868. Heavy coin presses, rolling mills
and blanking presses were shipped around the
Horn. The dies took longer to get from the Dept.
of the Treasury in Philadelphia. Abe Curry was
the construction supervisor of the building and
then the superintendent of the Mint in the first
few years.

Some mine owners preferred using the San Francisco Mint and a
lot of gold and silver was kept as
ingots rather than using the Mint
in Carson City. This and the reduction in output of the Virginia City
mines led to the Carson City Mint
closing in 1893.
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In 1870, Liberty Seated silver dollars and Gold Eagles
were minted. Then came
Liberty Dimes, Twenty Cent
pieces, Seated Liberty Half
Dollars, and Trade Dollars
and Morgan Dollars. Double Eagles ($20 gold piece),
and Half Eagles ($5 gold
piece) were minted .

The U.S. Mint in Carson City
(continued)

The Mint served as an assay office for many
years and in 1941 it became the Nevada
State Museum.

The Museum features all the coinage stuff, including the No. 1 Press as shown in the postcard (above right). This 6 ton Press was steam powered. In 1878 it suffered a cracked Arch
and was repaired in the local V&T Railroad shop. After the Mint closed, it was moved back to
Philadelphia where it was converted to electricity and changed to No. 5, then in 1945 used in
the San Francisco Mint. In 1958 it was purchased by Nevada and moved to the Mint museum.
In 1964, the Denver Mint borrowed it for 3 years to make coins. In 1967, it moved back to
Carson City for viewing even today.

Now the museum has been expanded and there are many Indian Heritage artifacts of the
Washoe and other early tribes that once called home there. There is also a Columbian Mammoth
skeleton from the Black Rock Desert area in the Lahontan Basin, at one time a giant lake that
covered most of Nevada area. Check out a partially mummified resident of Nevada Territory,
9400 years old. You can find a nice uncirculated CC marked Morgan Silver Dollar for from $200
to $50,000 depending on rarity. A Double Eagle sells for as much as $250,000.
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Next 2016 Meetings: January 13, February 10 and March 9.

Show Calendar
———————————

Parking
Grass area with flag
Main building
790 Ironwood Drive

Hal Lutsky’s
San Francisco Vintage Paper
Fair
January 16-17
Golden Gate Park
9th Ave. & Lincoln Way
Hall of Flowers
www.vintagepaperfair.com/
sanfran.htm
Sacramento Gold Rush Paper
Show
January 29-31
La Quinta Inn
11131 Folsom Blvd,
Rancho Cordova, CA
http://goldrushpaper.com/

San Jose Postcard Club meetings are in the third floor dining room of Hilltop Manor, 790 Ironwood
Drive, San Jose, CA at 7pm on the second Wednesday of the month, September through June.

Walt Kransky’s website: http:www.thepostcard.com/walt/ has postcards and philatelic material including checklists. Questions for Walt? Please use the word
“POSTCARD QUERY” in the subject line of your e-mail message to avoid spam.

San Jose Post Card Club Membership Application
P.O. Box 32042, San José, CA 95152
Mr/Mrs/Miss ———————————————————————— Phone —————————–
Address ————————————————— City ————— State —————- Zip ———–
Collecting interests —————————————————————————————————
——————————————————————————————————————————-Member of other organizations ___________________________________________________
Family members that collect ———————————————–—————————————
I hereby apply for membership in the San Jose Post Card Club and agree to abide by the
Constitution and by-laws of the San Jose Post Card Club. Membership dues of $12.00
for adults/families ($6.00 Youths) is remitted herewith for the current calendar year.
Check to: San Jose Postcard Club.
Signature _____________________________________________

